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It  was  cool  out,  but  not  too  cold.  I  was  wearing  jeans  a  wool  sweater  and  a  black  and  red  flannel  coat  my 
aunt  had  bought  for  me  before  I  left. 

"Boston's  a  cold  city  and  the  people  are  a  lot  like  the  weather,"  she  said.  "Don't  get  all  upset  if  they  don't 
take  a  liking  to  you  right  away,  now.  Just  pay  them  no  mind.  Do  well  in  school  and  you'll  be  fine." 
My  freshman  year.  I  remember  it  like  it  was  yesterday.  I  Landed  at  Boston's  Logan  Airport  after  an  eight-hour  direct 
flight  from  Seattle,  Washington,  completely  unaware  of  what  was  in  store.  Although  my  family  had  done  what  we 
thought  was  a  thorough  job  in  preparing  physically,  emotionally  and  financially  for  college,  I  was  far  from  being  well 
equipped. 

When  leaving  for  or  entering  college  most  students  are  bombarded  with  advice.  You've  probably  heard  at 
least  one  of  these: 

•Stay  focused.  You're  going  to  college  to  study,  not  to  socialize 
•Act  like  you've  got  some  home  training 

•Don't  forget  where  you  came  from  and  the  people  who  helped  you  get  where  you  are 
■Get  yourself  a  trunk  that  locks  and 

•Don't  get  caught  up  messing  around  with  girls/boys.  Save  that  nonsense  until  you're  through  with  school. 
•Don't  waste  my  money 
•Save  your  money 
•Put  God  first 
•Call  home 

But  why  is  it  that  no  one  ever  told  me  that  I  would  have  to  PAY  for  my  own  books  or  that  simply  sitting  in  the  back  of 
the  class  and  turning  in  assignments  was  only  the  minimum  for  passing  a  class? 

Why  is  it  that  no  one  ever  told  me  that  financial  packages  are  multlfaceted  with  three  primary  roles  -  First,  to  get  you 
to  attend  college  (bate),  incentive  to  keep  you  in  college  (benefits)  and  traps  to  keep  you  paying  up  to  10  years  after 
college  (bills  -  paying  back  loans)? 

Why  is  that  no  one  ever  told  me  that  five  years  can  feel  like  two? 

These  are  some  of  the  questions  that  I  and  many  other  upperclassmen  have  pondered  since  the  end  our  first  year. 
This  is  why  this  issue  is  dedicated  to  YOU  -  the  class  of  2007  (which  has  lovingly  been  dubbed  the  "Double-O-Sevens" 
aka  Bondmen  and  Bondwomen).  The  Onyx  welcomes  you  to  Northeastern  University. 

In  these  pages  you'll  hear  the  voices  of  students  who,  like  you,  found  themselves  in  a  different  city/new  environment, 
surrounded  by  strangers,  naive,  working  D-Shifts,  perfecting  the  NU-shuffle,  getting  played  by  Sally  Mae  (you'll  know 
soon  enough  all  that  I'm  referring  to)  and  lost  with  out  your  barber/hairdresser  and  good  home  cooking.  So  I  leave 
you  with  this  advice: 

■Take  advantage  of  all  campus  resources 

■Hit  up  the  "Hotspots" 

■Be  visible  on  campus  and  don't  be  afraid  your  to  get  your  hands  a  little  dirty 
■Associate  with  people  other  than  those  who  live  in  your  dorm,  on  your  floor  or  in  your  room 
■Read  books  other  than  those  assigned  by  your  professors 
■Study  Abroad  (Ghana,  West  Africa  is  nice) 
■Leave  Boston  whenever  you  can 
■Be  on  a  first-name  basis  with  your  professors 
Good  luck.  We're  expecting  y'all  to  hold  it  down.  So  make  us  proud. 


Peace  and  many  blessings, 


Ibiere  Seek 

Editor  in  Chief  -  The  Onyx  Informer 


Letter  to  the  Freshmen  Women 


Attention  all  freshmen  girls. 

The  following  has  been  written  for  your  benefit  and  should  be  adhered  to  without  hesitation  or  complaint.  Don't  be 
scared.  This  is  just  a  collection  of  tips  that  I  have  compiled  from  upperclassmen  girls  who  wish  to  help.  My  goal  is  to 
enlighten  you  so  that  you  do  not  make  the  same  mistakes  that  I  have  witnessed  countless  other  freshman  girls  make. 
Most  people  are  unlucky  enough  to  have  to  learn  from  their  mistakes,  but  if  you  follow  this  advice,  there  won't  be  any 
mistakes  for  you  to  learn  from. 
So  grab  a  highlighter,  sit  back,  read,  and  learn. 

BOYS 

Dump  your  long  distance  boy  friend  now.  Trust  me  it  ain't  gonna  work! 

No  college  boyfriends  until  winter  quarter  midterms.  You  just  dumped  your  man  why  are  you  already  trying  to 
get  a  new  one? 

Make  friends  with  boys  first.  They  inevitably  show  their  shady  ways,  it's  only  a  matter  of  time 
If  he  calls  after  3:00am,  than  yes  dear  it  is  officially  a  booty  call 
He  is  too  good  to  be  true 

Avoid  athletes,  there  are  some  good  ones  it's  just  that  no  one  has  met  one  yet 
Nothing  below  the  torso  before  winter  quarter.  You'll  thank  me  later 
Wrap  it  up  because  *bootie  cooties  are  never  attractive 
PARTIES 

Avoid  "the  Frat"  house  at  ALL  cost 

If  you  don't  know  your  "limit"  keep  it  to  one  drink 

Don't  be  "that  girl" 

"That  girl"  is  the  one  who  has  to  have  her  friend  hold  her  braids  back  while  she  vomits  in  the  toilet 
Watch  your  drink  because  I  am  sure  someone  else  is  watching  it  too  and  waiting  to  put  something  in  it 
Do  your  work  before  you  go  out  to  party.  Flunking  out  of  school  your  first  year  is  never  cute 

ON  CAMPUS  CHILL  SPOTS 

On  campus  chill  spots  are  a  lot  like  high  school.  Every  one  will  know  and  spread  your  business  in  there,  so  be 
careful 

DORM  LIFE 

Random  roommate  selection  is  the  work  of  the  devil  so  expect  that  your  roommate  will  suck 
Establish  room  rules  as  early  as  possible  to  avoid  fights 

Understand  that  you  do  not  need  to  be  friends,  you  just  need  to  respect  each  other 
Do  not  move  your  man  into  your  room 
Establish  a  relationship  with  your  RA 

If  you  get  caught  by  your  RA  it  is  your  fault,  just  be  smart 
UPPER  CLASSMEN  GIRLS 

Become  friends  with  them  before  they  decide  that  they  don't  like  you 

Don't  try  so  hard,  it  makes  them  mad,  and  it  is  how  they  can  tell  that  you're  freshmen  in  the  first  place.  Who 

else  would  rock  banana  curls  to  their  8'  o  clock  lab? 

Remember  you're  a  freshman  again,  you  still  have  to  pay  your  dues 

Wearing  make-up  at  the  gym  or  barely  any  clothes  at  the  Caf  makes  upper  classmen  girls  really  angry 
Don't  be  stank 

JOBS 

Get  a  job  because  you'll  want  to  do  something  good  during  spring  break. 
Definitely  do  something  for  spring  break.  After  your  freshman  year  it  won't  be  so  easy  to  take  advantage  of 
THE  FRESHMEN  15 

Don't  stay  in  the  caf  longer  than  an  hour 

The  Marino  center  is  your  friend.  Even  if  you  don't  like  to  work  out  at  least  go  there  to  look  at  the  boys  because  there  are  always 
some  cuties  there 

Do  not  fall  victim  to  the  dreaded  'itis 
Dessert  is  not  necessary 
Avoid  the  meatballs 

Well  these  are  the  rules.  They've  kept  a  lot  of  people  out  of  trouble  and  hopefully  they  will  be  of  some  use  to  you.  So 
when  you  see  an  upperclassman  girl,  say  thank  you,  because  she  most  likely  played  a  role  in  the  making  of  this  list 

Have  fun  and  enjoy  your  time  here  while  it  lasts.  Soon  you  too  will  be  laughing  at  the  incoming  freshman  girls  and 
thanking  heaven  that  you  aren't  one  of  them  any  longer. 

With  love, 
Fallon  DePina 


The  views  of  Fallon  Depina  do  not  necessarily  reflect  those  of  the  Onyx  Informer  but  we  under- 
stand. To  respond,  please  e-mail  us  at  onyxinformer@yahoo.com 
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seeks  talented  i&  dynamic  educators 

to  work  part-time  as  Teaching  Associates 
during  the  school  year  with  9-14  year  old  students!! 

:Experience  working  with  young  adults  required,  experience  teaching  preferred. 
:Acadenriic  year  program  runs  from  mid-September  to  late  December  and  from 
mid-January  to  late  May. 

:15-30  hour  weekly  time  commitment  with  a  3-4  day  weekly  schedule. 
Program  operates  daily  from  1-6  with  a  slightly  earlier  or  later  start  time 
at  a  few  campuses. 

:Program  located  at  12  campuses  across  Greater  Boston. 
:Compensation  is  $10/hr  in  the  first  two  semesters. 
:Cooperative  opportunities  &  Internships  also  available. 

:Candidates  with  a  BA/BS  and  multiple  semester  experience  would  be  ideal 
candidates  for  the  Citizen  Schools  Teaching  Fellowship  Program. 

*lfyou  have  an  interest  in  education  and  community  building, 
do  not  pass  up  this  amazing  opportunity! 

Qualified  candidates  are  encouraged  to  visit  our  website,  complete  the  on-line  application  and 

send  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 

Gail  Sidney 
Talent  Specialist 
308  Congress  Street 
Boston,  MA  02210 
Phone:  617-695-2300  x-144 
Fax:  617-695-2637 
Or  via  e-mail  to  aailsidnev(a)citizenschools.ora 

Citizen  Schools  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 


For  more  information,  visit  our  website  at 
\AAAAA^.citizenschools.org 


Two  weeks  ago  on  August  17th  at  till  it  was  time  to  pack  up  and  go  music  industry.  Liza  Pimentel  from 

Peters  Park  in  the  south  end  of  home.    When  their  graffiti  piece  was  Gala  Graffix  who  also  participated  in 

Boston,  Massachusetts,  local  resi-  finally  completed  everyone  stood  back  the  event  says,  "everybody  loved  it, 

dents  came  together  to  celebrate  in  amazement.      Robert  Gibbs,  a  and  it  was  a  beautiful  event.   It  was 

hip  hop  during  what  may  now  be  the  teacher  at  Artists  for  Humanity  says,  great  to  see  the  kids  come  out  and  to 

genre's  most  crucial  turning  point.  All  "in  the  literal  sense  these  cats  knew  see  hip  hop  back  in  its  original  form." 

the  elements  of  hip-hop  were  recreat-  what  they  wanted  and  they  worked 

ed  and  brought  together  on  a  gor-  hard  to  get  it.  They  took  every  bit  of  It  was  true  that  the  event,  which 

geous  day  of  urban  awakening  for  the  advantage  of  their  time  and  they  began  at  11am  and  ended  at  8pm,  ran 

1st  Annual  "Doing  it  in  the  Park"  made  it  happen..."  There  were  also  no  less  than  perfect.  It  Bees  like  that 

Celebration  to  promote  hip  hop  and  other  younger  heads  collaborating  and  Entertainment  kept  the  turntables  on 

nonviolence  in  a  positive  fashion,  coming  up  with  a  lot  of  really  nice  blast  and  kept  the  entire  area  alive 

Many  of  the  attendees  were  young  styles.  and  hopping  with  a  nice  mix  of  old  and 

adults  seeking  to  participate  in  the  new  school  hip  hop.   When  the  tem- 

event.    Some  came  out  of  curiosity  The  major  production  that  was  going  perature  started  to  cool  down  the 

while  others  either  brought  their  own  on  above  them  was  being  done  by  linoleum  came  out  and  the  Floorlords, 

spray  cans  or  at  least  a  rhyme  or  two.  ALA,  Boston's  graffiti  crew,  in  collabo-  Boston's  official  break  dancing  crew. 

Watching  the  effort  and  enthusiasm  ration  with  other  guest  crews  from  pumped  the  crowd  with  an  upbeat 

that  these  kids  brought  to  the  park  areas  like  New  York,  Canada,  and  performance, 

turned  the  heads  of  many  of  the  older  Philadelphia. 

participants.    Ellis  Reid,  one  of  the  When  speaking  to  Gibbs  about  the 

coordinators  of  the  event  and  Content  At  the  other  end  of  the  park,  emcees  outcome  of  Doing  it  in  the  Park  his 

Editor/Production  Director  for  Redeye  were  vocally  sweating  out  their  own  response  to  the  event  was  hopeful, 

Magazine,  stated,"  I  think  this  is  a  real  raw  talents.  As  DJ  Therion  was  spin-  "Its  about  time.  This  city  is  taking 

positive  step  for  hip  hop.. .this  is  one  of  ning,  you  had  kids  from  all  sections  of  responsibility  for  hip-hop  culture.  We 

the  first  major  steps  to  really  put  this  the  city  putting  down  some  hot  always  see  venues  in  other  cities 

place  on  the  map  in  regards  to  hip-  rhymes.   Two  prominent  and  upcom-  where  they  have  huge  shows  for  break 

hop.  There's  mad  talent  out  here  but  ing  young  emcees,  Kiki  Breevlife  and  dancing  and  emceeing.  Being  that  we 

there's  just  not  the  market  for  it  so  E-Telligent  kept  the  pace  of  one  of  hip-  are  trying  to  do  it  in  Boston  I  think 

what  we're  gonna  do  is  create  the  hop's  truest  pastimes:  the  battle.  The  that's  mad  futuristic  the  fact  that  cats 

market."  crowds  did  not  hesitate  to  cheer  on  are  making  new  traditions  by  actually 

the  two  as  they  freestyled  for  a  good  doing  it.  And  at  least  they  got  expo- 

A  group  of  students  from  Artists  for  4  rounds.  It  was  a  new  experience  to  sure  to  seeing  it  done  in  a  safe  envi- 

Humanity  came  together  to  spray  see  parents  not  having  to  block  their  ronment  where  people  can  see  how 

paint  their  artistic  talents  on  a  wooden  child's  ears  from  explicit  lyrics  that  are  it's  really  done." 

panel  from  the  time  the  sun  came  up  often  heard  in  today's  mainstream 
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Nestled  between  newly  designed 
and  built  facilities  of  iridescent 
glass  and  steely  obsessively  mani- 
cured lawns,  and  mountains  of 
dust  stands  the  AAI.  Despite  the 
buildings'  frail  exterior.  Inside  a 
plethora  of  academic,  social,  and 
cultural  activities  thrive. 
The  AAI  was  established  inl968. 
The  building  is  comprised  of  class- 
rooms, study  rooms,  a  computer 
lab,  staff  offices,  a  library  and 
lounge,  recreational  area,  and  a 
mini  resource  center. 

On  any  given  day  the  AAI  facility  and 
staff  offer  students  access  to  a  wealth 
of  information  and  support  systems. 
These  include  counseling  and  tutorial 
services,  along  with  the  Ujima 
Scholars  Program  that  assist  in  insur- 
ing that  students  of  African  descent  do 
not  slip  through  the  ever  widening 
crack,  falling  short  of  their  personal 
and  communal  goals. 
Aside  from  offering  students  a  space 
where  they  can  develop  academically, 
the  AAI  is  a  place  where  students  can 
gain  a  greater  awareness  of  their  cul- 
ture and  the  varying  cultures  of  peo- 
ples of  African  descent.  The  walls  are 
adorned  with  photographs,  artwork, 
and  tapestries  that  signify  and  express^ 


the  complexities  of  Black  cultures.  The 
AAI  library  functions  as  an  academic 
and  cultural  center  containing  profuse 
amounts  of  knowledge  concerning  the 
African  Diaspora.  It  is  a  place  where 
students  can  extend  their  knowledge 
base  of  the  world  within  and  outside  of 
them. 

The  AAI  is  also  a  place  where  students 
with  various  backgrounds  and  per- 
spectives convene.  At  any  given 
moment  spontaneous  conversations 
erupt  concerning  topics  from  universi- 
ty policy,  local,  national,  and  interna- 
tional politics,  and  religion,  to  busi- 
ness culture  and  ethics  all  the  way  to 
inexpensive  spots  to  cop  an  album, 
meal,  or  some  gear.  The  space  serves 
as  a  place  where  students  can  share 
opinions,  personal  realities,  and  facts 
without  feeling  misunderstanding  eyes 
rest  on  their  thoughts  or  without  hav- 
ing groups  of  ears  dismiss  their  state- 
ments as  rhetoric  and  complaining.  It 
is  a  place  where  individuals'  ideas 
aren't  assumed  to  represent  the  ideol- 
ogy of  the  entire  Black  race. 

The  Institute  serves  as  a  surrogate 
mother  to  many  students  of  African 
descent  who  would  otherwise  feel 
malnourished,  misunderstood,  mised- 
ucated,  and  ultimately  abandoned.  , 
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Startled  white  faces  with  eyes 
full  of  derisive  stares,  voices 
cracked  against  my  skin  like  an 
old  whip  as  burnt  whispers 
clawed  my  back-  what  was  this 
place? 

My  first  few  days  as  a  Northeastern 
University  student  I  felt  as  if  I  had 
been  sentenced  to  life  in  a  colorless 
hell,  wherein  the  primary  factor 
determining  the  exact  hellishness  of 
my  sentence  was  the  ability  for  the 
outside  world  to  make  sure  that  I 
encountered  no  one  that  looked, 
walked,  talked  anything  like  me,  nor 
had  they  experienced  similar 
oppressions  or  celebrations  as  I  had. 

Since  The  John  D.O.  Bryant  African 
American  Institute  (AAI)  had  been 
conveniently  omitted  from  the  NU 
campus  orientation  tour,  I  was  left  to 
roam  the  counterfeit  grass  fields  and 
concrete  paths  without  direction; 
frantically  I  searched  for  someone 
Black  like  me. 

Hope  was  diminishing;  just  as  I  was 
about  to  bid  my  roommate  (who  was 
fascinated  with  my  hair  and  hair 
care  products,  etc)  a  disenchanted 
farewell,  leaving  a  deep  trail  of 
smoky  dust  behind  me  as  I  flew  back 
to  Georgia,  I  came  upon  the  AAI.  I 
could  feel  red,  orange,  and  yellow  - 
vibrant  energy  stirred  in  me.  When  I 
opened  the  door  I  heard  myself  in 
many  accents.  I  saw  myself  in  many 
hues  of  black.  I  could  smell  Roxbury, 
the  southern  U.S.,  the  Caribbean, 
and  Africa  seeping  through  the  air. 


IS  MEDICINE  MOVING  WITHO 
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In  2002,  medicine  is  moving  at 
lightening  speed.  With  new  treat- 
ments, machinery,  stem  cell 
research  and  experimental  treat- 
ments medical  advancements  are 
no  longer  few  and  far  between. 
So,  where  do  people  of  African 
descent  fit  in?  Are  we  reaping  the 
benefit  of  these  advancements? 
Are  we  even  represented  in  the 
research?  The  answer  is  no  - 
especially  when  it  comes  to  stem 
cell  research. 

According  to  the  Washington  Post, 
there  is  a  strong  chance  that  none  of 
the  stem  cell  lines  are  taken  from  peo- 
ple of  African  descent.  Of  the  64  cell 
lines,  couples  in  South  and  East  Asia 
donated  15  embryos.  The  remaining 
embryos  are  from  Swedish,  Israeli  and 
US  fertility  centers  where  the  patient 
populations  are  predominately  White. 

This  lack  of  representation  is  important 
because  stem  cell  research  is  becom- 
ing the  answer  to  donor  shortages  - 
organs,  tissue,  or  even  skin  grafts  - 
and  will  eventually  lead  to  medical 
breakthroughs 

When  stem  cells  are  not  harvested 
from  people  of  African  descent,  a 
whole  myriad  of  complications  are  cre- 
ated. Certain  populations  have 
immune  systems  that  make  it  harder 
to  accept  foreign  tissues.  People  of 
African  descent  are  included  in  that 
group.  Receiving  tissue  from  a  donor 
of  the  same  descent  can  help  decrease 


the  chances  of  the  body  rejecting  it. 

Clinical  trials  are  just  as  important. 
They  are  offered  in  all  areas  from  drug 
approval  to  nutrition.  Before  any  drug 
or  treatment  can  reach  the  market, 
clinical  trials  must  occur.  Participation 
in  these  trials  can  offer  the  subjects 
free  treatment  for  their  ailment,  med- 
ical care,  and  the  knowledge  of  helping 
their  counterparts. 

There  is  a  need  for  clinical  studies  with 
populations  of  color.  Although  there 
has  been  a  large  push  in  science  that 
all  humans  are  genetically  equal,  there 
are  certain  diseases  and  ailments  that 
only  affect  people  of  certain  geograph- 
ic areas.  Sickle  cell  trait  and  disease 
affects  inhabitants  of  areas  with  high 
malaria  infection  -  such  as  Africa  -  and 
their  descendants.  Tay  Sachs  disease 
affects  European  Jews  and  their 
descendants.  Drugs  like  codeine  are 
not  effective  in  some  ethnic  groups 
because  of  metabolic  differences. 

Thus,  in  matters  of  stem  cell  research, 
clinical  trials,  and  other  medical  exper- 
iments, communities  of  color  as  a 
whole  need  to  be  more  involved.  The 
drugs  and  transplants  they  are  testing 
now  will  be  the  same  treatments  they 
use  to  save  the  lives  of  people  of  color. 
Who  knows  when  these  genetic  differ- 
ences will  cause  a  problem.  At  least 
while  being  studied,  researchers  are 
monitoring  closely  for  allergic  reac- 
tions or  side  affects. 


Once  these  drugs  are  deemed  safe  and 
hit  the  market  major  advancements 
can  be  made.  That  is,  if  Blacks  aban 

don  some  of  the  stigmas  attached  to 
health  care  and  see  treatment. 
A  major  problem  lies  in  the  mistrust 
that  many  Black  men,  particularly 
African-Americans,  harbor  for  health 
care  and  medicine.  According  to  a 
small  survey  of  15  Black  men  ages  21 
to  40,  none  of  the  men  are  comfort- 
able with  participating  in  an  experi- 
mental study  -  even  with  a  promise  of 
no  side  effects  and  monetary  payment. 

Interestingly,  15  percent  of  those  sur- 
veyed said  they  would  change  their 
mind  if  a  Black  institution  were  con- 
ducting the  study.  Perhaps  this  corre- 
lates to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  of  them 
had  knowledge  of  the  horrible 
Tuskegee  Institute  Natural  Study  of 
Syphilis  that  took  place  in  the  Black 
community  decades  ago  but  is  still 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  those  who  can 
recall  the  tragedy. 

In  1932,  the  government  funded  an 
experiment  at  Tuskegee  Institute  -  a 
historically  Black  institution  -  to  study 
the  natural  progression  of  syphilis  in 
Black  men.  This  study  continued  for 
forty  years,  thirty  years  after  penicillin 
was  proven  to  be  an  effective  treat- 
ment for  the  disease.  The  men 
believed  they  were  being  given  the 
best  treatment,  when  they  were  in  fact 
receiving  none.  In  addition  they  were 
blatantly  prevented  from  receiving 


penicillin.  Even  in  the  midst  of  their 
distrust  for  hospitals  and  doctors  in  the 
segregated  south,  these  men  believed 
the  study  had  their  best  interest  in 
mind  because  the  head  doctor  and 
nurse  were  Black. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruled  the  Tuskegee 
experiment  completely  unethical  and 
rewarded  the  living  "syphilites"  and  the 
descendants  of  those  deceased  mone- 
tary sums.  Five  years  ago,  President 
Clinton  publicly  apologized  for  the 
atrocity. 

Since  the  trial,  many  rules  have  been 
set  into  place  governing  clinical 
research.  Institutional  Review  Boards 
judge  whether  projects  are  ethical 
before  they  begin.  Some  trials  have 
Community  Advisory  Boards  that 
review  them  as  well.  Obviously  none 
of  these  measures  have  been  enough 
to  erase  the  skepticism.  The  effects  of 
Tuskegee  have  extended  beyond  the 
400  "syphilites". 

The  other  issue  of  participation  stems 
from  racism  in  health  care.  Coy,  22,  a 
DC  schoolteacher  comments, 
"[With]  the  history  of  racism  in  this 
country,  Black  people  are  never  treat- 
ed fairly.  So  why  would  I  believe  I 
would  be  equally  cared  for  and  receive 
the  same  quality  as  White  people  do, 
when  everyday  while  I  go  to  work  I 
experience  subtle  racism?" 

This  was  a  common  mindset  some  of 
the  other  men  in  the  survey.  A  few  had 
personal  experiences  with  racism  from 
non-Black  physicians.  Likewise,  in 
addition  to  Tuskegee,  it  is  hard  to  con- 
vince a  group  of  people  that  in  light  of 
inappropriate  treatment  from  regular 
physicians,  they  would  be  treated  fair- 
ly in  a  study. 

However,  there  are  ways  to  protect 
oneself.  Selecting  a  reputable  institu- 
tion is  the  first.  Patients  who  decide  to 
participate  in  studies  should  read  all 
documentation,  ask  all  questions,  and 
do  their  research.  The  Internet  is  a 
great  resource,  as  well  as  journal  arti- 
cles on  the  research  topic.  A  second 
opinion  from  an  outside  physician  is 
another  option.  Keep  in  mind,  not  all 
studies  require  medication  or  physical 
treatment.  Some  simply  study  normal 
daily  activities  of  selected  populations. 

Essentially,  a  choice  has  to  be  made. 


Underrepresented  populations  can 
either  move  with  medicine  or  be  left 
behind.  While  racial  disparities  in 
healthcare  are  a  reality,  being  compla- 
cent only  perpetuates  the  problem. 
Health  issues  particular  to  one  ethnici- 
ty group  cannot  be  studied  and 
addressed  if  there  is  no  participation  in 


research  from  that  ethnicity.  The 
responsibility  to  take  action  lies  with 
both  patients  and  physicians  of  color. 
Don't  be  left  behind. 

For  more  information  on  clinical  trials, 
visit  http  ://www.  clinicaltrials.  gov 


THE  OFFICE  OF  SPECE4E  SLPPORT  SERVICES 


MENTORING/RETENTION  PROCAM 

THE  LATINO/A  CULTURAL  CENTER 
THE  AFRICAN  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE 


PRESENTS 


GETTING  THE  MOST  FROM  YOUR  STUDY  HABITS 
Fresliiiian  strongly  urged  to  attend! 

When:  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  26'" 

Where:  THE  AFRICAN  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE 

(3^^'^  -  LIBRARY) 

40  LEON  STREET 
Time:  11:45  AM  -  1:15PM 


LUNCH  WILL  BE  SERVED! 

For  more  information  piea.se  contact  contact  the  Office  of  Special  Support  Services  at  617-373-27S7  or  the 
I,.i!ino/.-i  CuitiirdI  Center  at  6  i  7-373-5845, 
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Mass  Sees  Increase  In  Teen  STD  Cases 


Words:  Ibiere  Seek 


Twenty-seven  youth  from  neigh- 
boring Boston  housing  develop- 
ments have  gathered  at 
Northeastern  University's  for  their 
weekly  Gear  Up  tutoring  session. 
They  sit  with  their  hands  folded 
and  listen  as  a  NU-student  presen- 
ter speaks  about  the  reality  of 
unprotected  and  reckless  sex. 

Gear  Up  coordinators  organized  the 
informal  presentation  in  order  to 
inform  the  young  teens  about  some- 
thing that  Gear  Up  is  a  university-fund- 
ed tutorial  and  mentoring  program 
geared  at  giving  low-income  Roxbury 
and  Boston  teens  a  chance  at  getting 
to  college. 

This  week's  topic:  Sexually  Transmitted 
Diseases.  Something  that  is  all  too 
familiar  for  many  Massachusetts  teens. 

More  than  800  young  people  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  19  who  reported 
being  infected  with  Gonorrhea  last  year 
in  Massachusetts.  This  is  a  20  percent 
increase  from  the  number  of  reported 
cases  in  2000,  the  previous  year. 

According  to  the  CDC,  Gonorrhea  is  the 
second  most  common  sexually  trans- 
mitted diseases  in  the  U.S,  infecting 
over  650,000  each  year.  Among  these, 
adolescents  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  19  have  the  highest  reported 
rates. 

George  Coman,  Database  Manager  for 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Public  Health's  Division  of  STD 
Prevention  affirmed  this. 

"These  numbers  are  high  in  almost 
every  state,  not  just  Massachusetts, 
and  it's  not  just  Gonorrhea,  it's  all 
STD's"  Coman  said.  "The  most  star- 
tling numbers,  however,  are  those 
dealing  with  the  15  through  19  age 
group.  In  almost  every  category  [of 
STD's]  and  in  almost  ever  age  group 
you'll  see  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
those  infected.  But  the  biggest  jump 
are  [ages]  10  through  14  and  15 
though  19.  These  numbers  just  sky 
rocket." 

In  the  10  to  14-year-old  bracket  there 
was  a  75  percent  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  reported  cases.  Coman  attrib- 


utes this  to  the  fact  that  children  are 
obviously  having  unprotected  sex  ear- 
lier. 

"I'm  not  an  expert  on  sex  education," 
Coman  said.  "But  I  do  know  that  these 
youngster  are  experimenting  with  sex 
at  a  lot  younger  age  and  as  a  result, 
they're  exposing  themselves  to  some 
very  serious  diseases." 

In  2000,  there  were  over  100  youth 
who  where  reported  as  having  con- 
tracted Chlamydia.  In  2001  this  num- 
ber increased  by  40  percent.  Females 
made  up  98  percent  of  all  the  reported 
cases. 

In  addition  to  Gonorrhea  increase, 
cases  of  Chlamydia  rose  as  well. 

In  2000  there  were  over  3,100  report- 
ed cases  of  the  bacterial  disease 
among  teens.  Last  year  it  reached 
3,500,  making  the  most  commonly 
contracted  STD  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts. 


body  fluids. 

Coman  said  that  many  STD  cases  go 
unreported  primarily  because  many 
private  health-care  providers  are  less 
likely  to  report  their  findings  to  the 
CDC.  Public-health  facilities  do. 
Aside  from  the  unreported  cases,  there 
are  people  who  are  infected  who  don't 
know  they  are  because  they  display  no 
symptoms.  Others  simply  don't  seek 
treatment  so  they  never  go  on  record 
for  even  having  an  STD. 

Even  though  most  people  who've  been 
infected  with  Gonorrhea  display  no 
symptoms,  few  began  to  experience  a 
burning  sensation  when  urinated, 
according  to  Whittier  Street  Health 
Center  medical  personnel.  For  women 
with  symptoms  a  cloudy  vaginal  dis- 
charge is  very  common. 

Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  Director  of  the  NU 
Gear  Up  program  saw  a  need  to  edu- 
cate his  students  on  the  consequences 
of  unprotected  sex. 


Nearly  15  million  Americans  are  infect-    "I  have  a  responsibility  to  of  bringing 


ed  each  year  with  a  STD,  of  which 
there  are  more  than  20  different 
strains. 

STD's     are     transmitted  through 
exchange  of  semen,  blood,  and  other  thing." 


people  to  them  and  putting  the  issue 
on  the  table,"  Warren  said.  "If  I  or 
people  like  me  don't  provide  them  with 
the  education  they  need  than  they 
could  potentially  fall  victim  to  any- 


Black  Teens  (close  enoug 


Ilk 


Vivian  Smith-Benton,  the  youth  servic- 
es coordinator  in  prevention  services 
at  the  Roxbury-based  Family  Services 
of  Greater  Boston,  can  attest  to  that. 

"Our  children  are  in  dire  need  of  edu- 
cation," Smith-Benton  said.  "Everyday 
they're  being  bombarded  with  more 
than  3000  advertisementsa  day,  the 
majority  of  which  are  centered  around 
sex.  So  how  can  we  be  surprised  when 
our  10,  11,  and  12-year-olds  start  flirt- 
ing with  the  idea  of  sex.  That  is  why  it 
is  so  important  that  agencies  like  ours 


provide  them  with  what  they  need  to 
make  good  decisions." 

Smith-Benton  heads  a  team  of  case- 
workers who  build  support  networks  in 
the  schools  and  detention  centers  for 
girls  between  the  ages  of  14  and  17. 

Family  services  of  Greater  Boston 
works  in  collaboration  with  Boston 
English  High  School,  the  Department 
of  Youth  Services,  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  and  the  courts  to  iden- 
tify the  children  in  need  of  services. 


Even  though  the  numbers  of  reported 
STD  cases  are  steadily  increasing, 
Smith-Benton  remains  optimistic. 

"I  have  hope  for  our  youth  and  I'm 
thinking  positively,"  she  said.  "If 
agencies  continue  to  do  what  they  do 
best,  provide  holistic  services,  and  do 
it  wholeheartedly,  then  I  think  our  kids 
are  going  to  make  a  change  for  the 
better  We're  going  to  see  less  teen 
mothers,  less  STD's  and  brighter 
futures" 


FrkjaySeptemba-ZOth  (5pm-9pm) 
AfncanAmerksnlnstitutB  Open  House 

Free  Gveaways,  Food,  Must  and  More 

SaWrdaySept:emb&'21st(8am-llpHv) 
A€th/e  Arts  Youth  Conference 

bocaikXT.  CunySudent  Center 

Monday  S^^jBritD&'23izl 
RapmeVotB 

Spedal  Guest  PerfiDnriens  The  Beatnuts 
Btxxjght  to  you  by  It  Beez  Like  that  Btertainnjent 
Location:  To  be  Announced 

Tuesday  S^Emb&' 2^  (9pm-Until) 
WbS  Presents  Red  Room 

Open  Mic,  Must  and  Mors 
Location :  Cabral  Center,  African  Amertan  InstOute 

Wednesday  Septjember  25th  (7pm-9pnn) 
Whatstheail? 

Open  discusstn  and  pand  of  upper-class  students  geared 
towards  freshmen  to  inform  and  educate  on  the  ins  and  outs 
cfiifeatNortheastem 
Location:  Cabral  Center,  African  American  Institute 

Thursday  Sep^Ember  26th  (6pm-Until) 
Back  to  School  Bar-^hQue 

Free  Food  Must  and  Qveaways 
Thursday  Night  LASO  LATIN  FLAVAATAFTER  HCKJRS  (10-  Until) 

Friday  Sqp^^^7^(830pm-lam) 

Pajama  Jam  Jump  Off 

T\NO  Floor,  Hip  Hop,  Reggae  and  R8S 
Location:  African  Annoican  Institute 


LOkifDaufn  m 
arauno 


f  THB  FULL  LiSTinE  OF  HOTSPUTS  iH  THE  BOSTon  area 
From  Lara  niEHT  eararias  to  PLacas  to  auu  nau/ 
snaaHS  bll  ar  uaur  FinEanriPS        ^  , 


Tl/E  BRIDGE 
ROXBURY 
MATTAPAN 
DORCHESTER 
RUGGLES 
DUDLEY 
MASS  AVE 
JP 


TIME  TO  GET  YOUR  GRUB  ON! 


»>SOUL  FOOD 


>>Caribbean  &  West  Indian 


>>>Bars  &  Grills 


>>>Let's  Chill 


01..    >»Let  Us  Pray 


>>>Latin  Cuisine 


>>>Addltionai  Restaurants 


Merengue-  Dominica 

160  Blue  Hiil  Ave.  Roxbu 
617-445-5403 


fiua 


FOOD  FOR  THE  MIND  &  SOUL 
>>>Bookstores 


>>>Open  Mies  &  Spoken  Wo 


>»So  Fresh  and  So  Clean 


>>>Just  In  Case 


RED ROOM 

40  Leon  St.  Roxbury 
Be  on  the  Look  Out! 
wds_afam@yahoo.com 


D  on  the  Green 

■) 

r's  Shop 

Boston 
5500 

2 

Ave.  Boston 
5555 

DO  YOUR  DOO 


ai  Group 

'6.  Mattapan 
-2146 


Featuring:  Dead  Prez,  Medusa.  Nfriister  Ben  ChavB  MiJTamnnad 

(cfifBctorofthe  Hip  Hop  Summit  Action  Network),  La  Bruja 
aTdSiiieirHamnTad  of  HBO'sDef  Poetry  Jam,  Davey  D,  and... 


Mario  Africa  and 
AWDL  Magazine 
Rosa  Clemente 
Kazi  Toure 
Tr^e  Weifare  Poets 
Freedom  Fighter  Records 
Berklee's  Jazz/  Hiphop 
Ensemble 
Marquetta  ^eltier 
Prison  Moratonum  Project 
- ''^"1  Hampton  Jr. 
ca    of  BET'S  Rap  It  Up 
big  Noise  Films. 
Luminous  F 
RAV^^ARTH 


SCHEDULE 


Active  Element 
Foundation 
Ariel  Shepard 
Ramona  Africa 
Queen  Godis 
Jeremy  Glick  of  Stress 
and  Biu  Magazine 
Tony  Coleman  and 
Mindzeye  Collective 
Blackout  Arts  Collective 
Pam  Africa 
Russelt  Shoatz  Jr 
Ricanstruction 
Harry  Terrell 
(Jimmi©  Hatz  Condoms) 


Teen  Voices  Magazine 
Kamel        -  Bell 

Not  In  .....  ,ame 
Letta  Neely 
Walidah  imansha 
Ashanti  Alston 
Projec  Different 
Victory  Gardens 
Bruce  Ellison 
Yejide  The  Night  Queen 
Conscious  Move--   -  '\ 
Collective 
Mahma  Movement 
Youth  on  Fire 
Tama  DeVaile 


Fnday,  Sept  20th  at  Somer^ille  Theatre  Davis  Square  (next  door  to  the  redline): 
8  OOPM-100  AV        ^op  show  featuring  Dead  Prez.  Medusa,  Davey  D,  The  Welfare 
Poets,  Berklee's  Jazz/Hiphop  Ensemble,  La  Bruja,  Suheir  Htmmad  Jahi,  and  more 
All  Ages  -  Tickets  $20  (available  at  ticketmaster) 

Saturday,  Sept  21st  at  Northeastern  University's  Curry  Student  Center 
^  0  QO-r  30  Workshop  ! 
-      V30  Workshop  11 

.  00;  Lunch  (on  your  owr 
3:00-4  30;  Workshop  ill 

5;00-6  30;  Keynote  Ceremony  MINISTER  BEN  MUHAMMAD  and 
post  9-11  remembrance. 

6:30-11  ;00"  Critical  Breakdown  (Open  Mic)  at  Centennial  Commons-outdoors 
(Saturday's  events  are  FREE  to  everyone) 

Sunday  Sept.  22nd  at  the  Middle  East  Restaurant  ip  Centra:  Square. 
11  00-2  00;  Networking  Session-  Brunch  served 
(FREE) 


For  more  into,  workshop  listings,  tickets  to  Friday  night's  show, 
and  directions  to  the  venues  call  617-661-6130  or 
visit  vww, activeartsyouthconference.com 


FlyerDesign-GalagralTix  com 


Placing  Budgets  on 
YouthDevelopment 

Words:  Jovia  L  Leveille 

As  the  summer  of  2002  comes  to  a 
close,  one  has  to  wonder  what  has 
come  of  the  many  inner-city  teens 
who,  due  to  a  decaying  economy, 
were  not  able  to  find  summer  employ- 
ment. With  a  surge  of  high-profile 
crime  (mostly  violent),  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  notice  the  direct  correla- 
tion between  the  epidemic  and  the 
state  of  the  economy. 

According  to  a  May,  2002  article  in  the 
Boston  Globe,  former  Massachusetts 
Governor  Paul  Cellucci  cut  $3  million 
in  state  funds  for  summer  jobs  during 
the  summer  of  2000.  One  year  later, 
in  2001,  Governor  Jane  Swift  pledged 
to  reinstate  the  large  sum  of  money. 
However,  efforts  failed  as  a  result  of 
the  declining  economy.  Thus,  this 
past  summer  has  proved  a  difficult 
battle  for  the  bulk  of  Boston's  16-  and 
17-year-old  teens. 

With  limited  funds  for  yet  another 
year,  the  focus  of  jobs  has  been  direct- 
ed towards  the  city's  14-  and  15-year- 
olds  -  those  who  cannot  simply  apply 
for  any  regular  job.  However,  with  all 
of  the  funds  going  towards  the  devel- 
opment of  the  younger  group  of  teens, 
job  opportunities  still  very  few. 

In  an  effort  to  keep  Boston's  youth 
away  from  gangs  and  violence,  the 
city's  mayor,  Thomas  M.  Menino, 
sought  out  alternatives  to  the  city's 
usual  cleaning  crew:  private  sectors. 
After  the  city  witnessed  its  26th  mur- 
der victim  this  year,  10-year-old  Trina 
Persad  (who  was  caught  in  the  middle 
of  crossfire  between  rival  gangs), 
Menino  pleaded  with  private  sectors  to 
provide  jobs  for  1,500  teenagers, 
according  to  a  July  2002  article  in  the 
Boston  Herald.  Not  receiving  much 
response  from  these  private  corpora- 
tions, Menino  pushed  to  fit  the  1,200 
14-  and  15-year-old  applicants  into 


the  city's  cleaning  crew.  In  order  to  do 
this,  the  once  six-week  summer  pro- 
gram was  transformed  into  two  three- 
week  programs,  in  which  two  different 
sets  of  youth  could  work.  Also,  the  $7 
and  hour  at  five  hours  a  day  pay  rate 
turned  into  a  $125  weekly  stipend, 
according  to  the  Herald. 

If  you  do  the  math  the  drop  in  mone- 
tary returns  is  startling. 

A  student  making  $1,050  last  summer 
now  makes  less  than  -  $375.  This  is  a 
difference  of  close  to  $700. 
Put  that  up  against  the  cost  of  inflation 
and  it  seems  pointless  for  youth  to 
even  go  through  with  the  application 
process.  And  many  don't. 
In  April  of  this  year,  the  Boston  Herald 
released  information  on  the  decreas- 
ing budgets  of  programs  (from 
Summer  2001  to  2002)  on  which  the 
city's  youth  depend  for  summer  activ- 
ities. 

According  to  the  Herald,  Massport, 
which  funds  programs  in  eight  com- 
munities, experienced  a  budget 
decreased  from  $740,000  to 
$370,000.  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  (which  normally  hires 
about  700  teens)  experienced  a  4  mil- 
lion dollar  cut  -from  nearly  54  million 
dollars  to  close  to  50.5  million  dollars. 
Facing  similar  cuts,  the  Boston 
Summer  Jobs  Program's  funds  were 
cut  by  3  million  dollars  -  from  9  million 
in  2001  to  $6  million  in  2002. 
Decreases  in  city  budgets  are  never 
beneficial  for  the  city's  inhabitants  and 
almost  always  end  in  a  surge  of  vio- 
lence and  crime.  Yet,  the  Boston 
Public  School  system  has  been  denied 
tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  its 
budget  and  the  city's  leaders  are 
granted  breathtakingly  high  raises. 

Some  would  take  this  as  an  indication 
that  power  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
rich  elite,  and  in  order  for  there  to  be 
a  change  in  the  system,  it  is  up  to  us, 
the  city's  upcoming  professionals,  to 
reach  high  grounds  and  change  the 
situation  in  our  communities. 


*ESSAY  CONTESr 

Institute  for  Brand 
Leadership  Essay  Contest. 

The  Institute  for  Brand 
Leadership  Essay  Contest  is 
open  to  undergraduate  and 
graduate  students  in  all 
fields  of  study  as  well  as 
those  who  are  not  currently 
enrolled  in  school.  You  must 
write  an  essay  between  1500 
and  2500  words  that  answers 
the  question  "Why  and  under 
what  circumstances  are  peo- 
ple more  likely  to  buy  brand 
names  rather  than  their 
generic  counterparts?'*  In 
your  essay,  you  must  apply  a 
theory  or  set  of  theories  from 
a  particular  discipline  or  area 
of  study. 

For  more  information  visit 
the  provider's  website  at: 
www.instituteforbrandtead- 
ership.org/iBLEssayContest- 
2002Rules.html 

*Scholarship* 

The  TextbookX.com  Schoiarship  is 
available  to  undergraduate  and 
graduate  students  enrolled  in  good 
standing  at  an  accredited  college 
or  university  in  the  U.S.  You  must 
be  a  legal  resident  of  the  U.S.  or  an 
international  student  with  a  valid 
visa  to  be  eligible.  To  apply  for  this 
scholarship,  you  must  write  a  250 
to  750  word  essay  on  the  following 
topics:  Does  science  leave  room 
for  faith?  Does  faith  leave  room  for 
science?  In  responding  to  these 
questions,  you  must  make  refer- 
ence to  one  book  that  has  had  a 
significant  influence  on  your 
thoughts. 

For  More  Information  visit  the 
providers  website  at: 
www.textbookx.com 


S.U.M.-Start  Up  Money 

Words:  C.Browne  a.k.a.  SDC 


How  to  gain  and  maintain  wealth 
and  start  up  your  own  business. 

1.)  Love  and  have  faith  in  your- 
self. 


2.  )  Realize  that  people  may  not 
want  you  to  do  it  because  they 
want  to  do  it  first,  yet  if  given 
the  opportunity  they  would 
never  do  it. 

3.  )  Work  your  plan. 

4.  )  Who  you  are  is  whom  you 
always  will  be,  so  acknowledge 
your  flaws  and  improve  your 
strengths. 

5.  )  There  are  three  types  of  peo- 
ple: People  who  are  good  for 
nothing,  good  for  the  sake  of 
themselves  (a.k.a.  good  for 
nothing),  and  people  who  are 
good  for  the  sake  of  a  higher 
power.  Which  one  are  you? 

6.  )  What  you  give  is  always  what 
you  get,  so  watch  what  you  do. 

7.  )  Following  your  goals  can 
drive  you  insane,  so  learn  to 
relax  and  have  fun. 

8.  )  Study  your  trade,  because 
practice  really  does  make  per- 
fect. 

9.  )  Replace  your  fear  with  faith 
and  you'll  stop  decaying. 

10.  )  If  what  you're  doing  is  not 
positive  or  righteous,  then 
what's  the  point? 

Jose  Masso,  a.k.a  Killa  B.  Da  Bandit, 
is  one  of  the  few  promising  entre- 
preneurs on  Northeastern 
Universities  Campus.  With  his  com- 
pany, "It  Beez  Like  That 
Entertainment",  as  a  household 
name  amongst  the  students  in  col- 
leges throughout  the  Massachusetts, 
Da  Bandit  is  making  the  necessary 
moves  towards  his  success.  When 
asked,  what  sparked  his  willingness 
to  create  S.U.M.,  it  was  more  than 
clear  that  Jose  was  well  grounded, 
and  doing  what  so  many  people  who 
make  lateral  moves,  tend  to  speak 
about,  but  rarely  remember  to  do. 


"give  back".  Compiling  a  list  of 
things  that  fueled  him  to  do  the 
damn  thing  with  "It  Beez  Like  That 
Entertainment"  S.U.M.  is  being 
passed  on.  "It's  really  the  simple 
things  that  make  it  happen. ..starting 
out  with  first,  believing  in  yourself." 


ACCION  USA 

ORIENTATION  SESSION 


Lool<ing  for  a  small  business  loan? 
What: 

An  Orientation  and  Information 
session  for  small  business  owner 
interested  in  applying  for  a  small 
business  loan  from  ACCION  USA. 

When: 

Wednesday,  September  4th, 
2002  at  11:00  am  and  6:00  pm 

Wednesday,  September  18th, 
2002  at  11:00  am  and  6:00  pm 

Wednesday,  September  25th, 
2002  at  11:00  am 

Where: 

Our  office  -  56  Roland  Street, 
Suite  300,  Charlestown 


Cost: 
Free! 


ACCION  USA  is  a  community-based 
organization  that  was  set  up  to  pro- 
vide small  business  loans  to  self- 
employed  entrepreneurs  and  busi- 
ness owners  that  may  have  trouble 
obtaining  loans  from  traditional 
sources  such  as  banks.  We  offer 
first-time  loans  from  $500  to 
$15,000  and  will  work  with  informal, 
home-based,  start-up,  and  estab- 
lished businesses.  Attend  an 
Orientation  Session:  it's  the  first 
step  towards  securing  a  Working 
Capital  business  loan  from  ACCION 
USA.  We  will  cover  the  loan  terms 
and  application  process,  and  the 
session  provides  a  great  opportunity 
for  microentrepreneurs  to  meet  and 
network.  To  register,  call  C.J.  at  617- 
625-7080  X  1335 


www.  roxbury.  com 
Looking  for  a  small  business  loan? 


Track  by  Track 

(J-live/AII  of  the  Above) 

Words:  Maurice  "the  Moe"  Archer 


A'ight,  a'ight,  comin'  out  of  the 
smoke  and  dust  from  September 
11th  in  my  hometown.  New  York 
City  and  all  the  struggles  life 
throws  at  you,  Track  By  Track  is 
back,  neva  wack,  one  of  the  best 
things(here)  that's  black,  in  a  city 
where  "it's  just  like  that!" 
Mr.Archer  is  back  analyzing  LP's  & 
other  music  like  the  truth;  that  I 
love  this  sh**.  Peace  to  Black, 
Hispanic  &  the  underrated  people 
in  Jamaica  Queens(hip  hop  ori- 
gins), Roxbury,  Brooklyn(hip  hop 
origins),  Brighton,  Uptown- 
Harlem(hip  hop  origins), 
Cambridge,  Dorcester,  Da  Boogie 
down  Bx(hip  hop  origins), 
Mattapan,  Roslindale,  Africa,  the 
West  Indies  &  everywhere  the 
struggle  to  survive  lurks. 

J  Live,  whom  this  issue's  Tracl<  By  Track 
investigates,  The  Executioners  (the  4- 
man  DJ  group  out  of  Queens),  came 
out  wit  a  new  album  called  "Built  From 
Scratch"  which  is  no  joke  for  my  real 
hip  hop  fiends.  I  also  picked  up  Pete 
Rock's  "Petestrumentals",  which  I  am  a 
little  late  on  coppin'  but  that  joint  right 
there  will  have  your  mind  right  in  any 
occasion. 

Word!  DJ  Babu  from  Dilated  Peoples 
and  the  Beat  Junkies  came  out  wit  his 
own  album  that  I  haven't  really  lis- 
tened to  yet  but  I  know  it's  madness 
for  the  turntablist  lovers.  This  was  a 
good  visit  to  the  spot  for  DJ  talent.  J 
Live  is  also  a  DJ,  but  he  Mcees  (the  act 
of  m-c-ing)  more  than  turntabling  on 
this  album  titled  "All  of  the  Above," 
compared  to  his  freshman  attempt, 
"The  Best  Part."  I'm  feelin'  the  title, 
and  it  gives  me  a  "everything  is  every- 
thing vibe.  J  shows  a  little  public 
school  influence,  expressing  his  song 
credits  in  scantron  (5  possible 
answers)  form,  with  choice  (e)  always 
being  "all  of  the  above".  That's  clever 


and  I  want  to  hear  the  album  now  so, 
let's  feel  this. 

Trackl  -  "First  Things  First,"  the  first 
track,  provides  a  xylophone  &  some 
drums,  while  J-Llve  starts  you  off  with 
his  hip  hop  journey.  "Do  what  you  feel, 
and  feel  what  you  do."  I  like  that.  He 
discusses  the  hip  hop  outlets  (walk- 
mans,  turntables  and  speakers,  etc) 
and  introduces  sh**  nicely.  A  nice  beat 
takes  over  halfway  into  it,  including  the 
same  xylophone  tone  (Haa  haa,  ya  like 
dat!?!).  This  is  real  hip  hop  to  me. 
Finally!  I'm  diggin'  that  he  produces  his 
own  music. 

Track2  -  J  got  a  real  nice  flow  and  he 
shows  it  on  "How  Real  It  Is".  He  brings 
you  into  his  world  wit  a  smooth  beat 
that  has  this  guitar  melody  that  sounds 
like  something  my  Brotha  would  cook 
up.  J  teams  up  wit  a  cat  named  Joe 
Money  on  this  production  and  they 
made  a  good  team  right  here. 
Definitely  impressed  by  hearin'  some 
hip  hop,  flavorous,  realness  wit'  some 
cuttin'  done  by  J  himself,  I  think.  He's 
a  DJ  too?!!  Crazy! 

Tracks  -  Conscious  rap  displayed  here 
and  I'm  wildin'out  right  now.  It's  about 
time  the  trip  to  the  record  store  didn't 
turn  out  to  be  a  waste  of  time. 
"Satisfied"  explains  the  struggle 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  and 
ohhhhhhh  sh**  did  we  need  something 
like  this  in  these  times.  The  beat  is 
light  and  middle-eastern.  DJ  Spinna, 
my  boy  Rob's  favorite  DJ/Producer, 
laces  J  for  the  message-filled  beauty 
on  wax.  What  up  y'all?  Run  out  and 
get  hjs  joint  right  after  you  finish  read- 
ing this. 

Track4  -  Ha  haaa,  some  fax-like  mes- 
sage sendin'  is  goin'  on,  and  the  more 
I  hear,  the  more  I'm  feelin  this  cat,  J- 
Live.  Reppin'  Manhattan's  Uptown, 
Harlem  section  of  NY,  the  Live  One  (as 
he  calls  himself)  made  track  4  a  skit 
called  "I'm  a  Rapper".  It's  like  poetry 
in  another  way  because  he  is  being 
schooled  to  what  this  female  feels  a 
rapper  is  in  a  spoken  word  format. 


Details  and  knowledge  to  keep  the 
thorough-ness  going.  No  problemz  so 
far. 

Tracks  -  All  production  by  J  on  the 
"Mcee."  He  just  shines  on  this  defini- 
tion of  what  he  feels  an  MC  is.  This  is 
a  nice,  underground  party  joint.  Did  I 
mention  his  scratchin'  skills  are  ridicu- 
lous. Yoooo,  the-the-the-the  J-  the- 
the-the-L  

Tracks  -  he  teams  up  wit  Joe  Money 
for  production  again  and  I  can  see  why. 
The  melody  is  graceful  &  enticing,  set- 
ting the  mood  for  the  flow-to-a-woman 
style.  "Like  This  Anna"  sounds  like  J's 
sensitive  side.  Brovaz  that  had  a  nice 
shorty/wifee  will  feel  this.  I  can  see  De 
La  Soul  or  a  Tribe  Called  Quest  (if  they 
were  still  together)  doing  a  remix  to 
this. 

Track?  -  My  favorite  number  7,  and 
my  man  J  is  tellin'  me  a  story.  I'm  not 
really  sure  why  it's  called  "One  for  the 
Griot"  but  I'll  figure  it  out  by  the  end. 
The  beat  is  ill  &  "ill  street  blues-ish"  but 
there's  this  string  instrument  in  the 
back  I  can't  put  my  fingers  on.  Pianos 
and  drums  as  he  talks  about  some  cat 
visiting  some  shorty  on  some  cheatin' 
sh**  and  they  get  caught.  I  like  his 
flow,  yo.  He  changes  the  same  story 
like  2  or  3  different  times  for  each 
verse.  Definitely  worthy  of  the  #7  spot. 

Tracks  -  Reminiscent  of  some  Run 
DMC  sh**,  this  track  showcases  J  in 
old  school  form.  He  makes  the  beat 
once  again  for  this  joint  called  "Stir  of 
Echoes"  &  it's  the  perfect  b-boy  track. 
Repetitive  scratchin',  bells,  drums,  &  I 
just  figured  out  why  he  called  it  Stir  of 
Echoes.  In  the  hook,  he's  saying  sh** 
with  some  other  people  in  the  back- 
ground to  make  echoes  to  go  wit  the 
beat.  A  shorty  named  Tanya  comes  on 
and  kicks  some  knowledge  over  this 
sick  beat  wit  a  heavy  echo  used  to 
blend  wit  the  beatlike  a  chocolate 
banana  milkshake.  This  is  a  serious 
album. 


Track9  -  His  2nd  interlude  is  a  cute 
(pardon  the  soft  talk)  babies  voice 
sayin'  somethin'.  It's  adorable  &  that's 
two  really  soft  words,  so  we  gonna 
have  to  cut  it  there,  but  this  is  beauti- 
ful, yo.  A  nice  bell-driven  beat  &  the 
future  (the  babies)  before  materializa- 
tion. I'm  still  impressed. 

TracklO  -  Layin'  back  on  ya  block,  a 
barbeque,  and  the  essence  of  a 
black/Hispanic  neighborhood  is  the 
perfect  setting  to  listen  to  this.  Titled 
"Do  That  Sh**"  is  just  saying  that  you 
should  do  what  you  have  to  do,  not 
always  what  you  want  to  do.  Stop 
fakin'  moves,  be  yourself,  and  shine 
wit'  it.  I'm  relaxed  to  this  DJ  Spinna 
beat.  The  "classic"  idea/label  is  enter- 
ing my  head. 

Trackll  -  Another  mellow  tone.  "All 
in  Together  Now"  is  J  rhyming  over 
another  DJ  Spinna  beat  wit  some 
strong  drums  and  some  mellow  bells. 
He  talks  about  MC's  all  coming  togeth- 
er and  blessing  hip  hop  and  wack-ass 
MC's  dropping  the  mic.  Word,  yo,  all 
the  wack  muf**^*as  that  want  to  MC 
just  to  shine,  STOP  THAT!  Don't  pick  it 
up  if  you  ain't  got  no  heart  &  some- 
thing positive  to  bring.  Straight  up! 
Overall  though,  this  joint  is  like  an  8 
out  of  10. 

Trackl2  -  He  goes  from  mellow  to 
sensitive  on  this  track.  He  collaborates 
with  a  beautiful  female  voice  labeled 
Rokafella  for  a  duet  that  had  me  think- 
ing of  my  first  love.  That  beat  I  hyp- 
notic wit  the  bells  &  spaced  out  sounds 
blendin'  wit  the  deep  piano  &  drums 
tones.  "Nights  Like  This"  is  when  this 
song  was  made  for  and  he  talks  about 
how  he's  feelin',  from  the  heart,  at  that 
time... .The  Nighttime.  An  Average 
track  but  it  keeps  the  vibe  going.  Still 
feelin'  this  whole  sh**. 

TracklS  -  Here  seems  to  be  the  peek 
of  his  sensitive  side.  A  very  relaxed 
beat  that  he  says  in  the  album,  he  took 
from  another  artists's  idea.  He  got 
together  with  two  musicians,  Eric 
Krasno  (strings)  and  Elliot  "2T's  All 
Keys"  Thomas  (keyboard)  to  produce 
this  inspiration  to  love.  A  song  I  can 
relate  to,  "The  4th  3rd"  is  J  talking 
about  his  first  love.  Life  is  Ironic  at 
times.  Word. 

Trackl4  -  "Travelling  Music"  is  a  song 
giving  a  shout  to  everywhere  he's  trav- 
eled to.  Shoutout  to  everywhere!!  NY, 
Boston,  everywhere  there's  a  struggle 
wit  blacks,  Hispanics  &  otha  oppressed 
peoples.   I'm  feelin'  this  joint  because 


I  travel  a  lot  too.  The  track  is  aaaaa'i- 
igghtt,  nuttin'  really  remarkable. 

TracklS  -  Bringin'  in  a  new  melodic 
sequence,  "A  Charmed  Life"  keeps  the 
shoutout  vibe  going.  He  proclaims  his 
love  for  home  in  this  tale  of  growin'  up 
in  a  geographical  location  similar  to  my 
present  origin.  NYCity  produces  a  new 
MC  that  has  old  school  values.  I'm 
feelin'  the  xylophone  &  drum  patterns 
utilized  present  on  this  song.  The  last 
track  produced  by  somebody  besides 
DJ  Spinna,  someone  new  to  me,  P 
Smoova  puts  himself  on  the  map  wit 
some  nice  beats  for  ya  ears. 

Trackie  -  Not  to  discount  anything 
but  I  think  J  put  too  many  tracks  on 
this  album.  The  title  track  "All  of  the 
Above"  produced  by  DJ  Spinna  of 
course,  is  brilliant  but  I  feel  it's  in  the 


wrong  location.  A  lot  of  the  beats  give 
a  mellow  vibe  at  the  end  of  this  LP  and 
now  it  is  slightly  boring  me  to  the  point 
that  I'm  not  paying  attention  to  what 
he's  saying.  This  track  is  better  as  a 
single  than  where  it  is  on  the  album,  in 
my  opinion.  At  least,  for  these  few 
times  I've  had  the  opportunity  to  listen 
to  it.  Don't  get  it  wrong  though,  every- 
thing is  everything  and  that's  the  mes- 
sage I  got  from  this  head  massage.  DJ 
Spinna  is  sick  wit  that  scratchin'  sh** 
at  the  end. 

Trackl?  -  The  3rd  and  final  interlude 
is  a  nice  little  beat  called  "Whatever" 
and  he's  doing  every  kind  of  stage 
check  in  order  to  ridicule  mcees  that  do 
that  and  procrastinate  on  the  mic.  I'm 
feelin  this. 

TracklS  -  OK,  OK,  this  is  what  I'm 
talkin'  about  J.  Spinna  brings  some 
vicious  drums  &  this  ill  keyboard 
sound,  and  some  otha,...Yo!  Skills  lyri- 
cally and  the  beat  is  so  creative,  I'm 
wondering  what  this  cat  does  besides 
make  beats.  "Happy  Belated"  feels  like 
he  sent  this  joint  to  me  as  a  present 


after  my  bornday  last  month.  There's 
no  doubts  about  this  track.  One  of  my 
favorite  on  the  album. 

TracklS  -  I  had  to  go  back  (take  4 
more  inhales  of  the  medicine)  &  listen 
to  track  3  to  see  the  difference 
between  this(the  remix)  and  track  3 
"Satisfied".  Regardless,  this  beat  is 
crazy  as  well.  Very  meditational  like 
my  show  on  Tuesday  nights  from  8- 
10pm  on  104.9  FM,  Da  Meditation 
Session.  OK,  after  the  obvious  pub  (ha 
haaaa),  I  realize  the  difference 
between  the  two  tracks.  This  isn't  the 
remix  as  I  thought.  It's  the  "Dub  ver- 
sion" of  track  3,  which  I  think  is  simply 
stating  that  it  is  an  instrumental  with 
some  new  adiibs.  I  did  feel  hearin'  that 
beat  again  though.  Ear  candy. 

Track20  -  Oh,  yo,  I'm  diggin'  this  joint 
already.  The  mellow  mood  I'm  in  is 
makin'  me  glad  to  see  J  team  up  wit 
New  Jersey  native  (and  ex  Artifacts 
member)  El  da  Sensai  on  this  track 
with  another  cat  named  Asheru  who 
completes  the  cypha  and  holds  his  own 
on  the  3  man  shinin'.  DJ  Spinna  laces 
the  minds  wit  complex  beats  that 
soothe  the  stress  we  all  feelin'  right 
now.  "3  Out  Of  7"  is  a  team  up  no  one 
would  have  expected  except  them,  that 
will  make  many  in  the  real  hip  hop 
community  glad  they  had  it  to  bump  in 
whateva  device  they  use  the  blast 
sh**! 

Track21  -  My  fault!  DJ  Spinna  did  take 
a  break  for  the  last  track.  Some  cat 
named  Richy  Pitch  produced  the  last 
track  for  J's  album  and  "The  Lyricist" 
made  a  good  decision  puttin'  him  on. 
Versatility  is  displayed  to  end  it  off 
right.  A  tight  new  flow  and  I'm  defi- 
nitely satisfied  like  track  3  or  19  would 
suggest. 

A  little  long  but  yo,  it's  definitely  worth 
loot.  For  the  newcomers,  I  rate  music 
on  how  much  loot  I  would  sacrifice  to 
capture  the  knowledge  &  entertain- 
ment thrown  at  me  by  an  artist.  On  a 
scale  of  $0.00  to  $15.99,  I  would 
spend  $15.99  to  get  this  juwel.  I  pre- 
dict classic,  because  I  wouldn't  ever 
pay  $15.99  for  a  CD  (the  scale  for  the 
Track  by  Track  used  to  be  $0-$  14.99), 
but  this  LP  changed  my  scale  of  rating, 
so  that  says  something  about  how 
good  and  necessary  for  hip  hop  it  is. 
(The  scale  may  have  only  increased  by 
$1  but  a  dollar  is  a  big  deal,  ask  some- 
body that's  really  poor.) 

One  Love  to  all  my  peoples! 


TRICK  DADDY 

"THUG  HOLIDAY" 


Slip-N-Siide/Atlantic  recording 
artist  Trick  Daddy  is  baci<  in 
action  with  "In  Da  Wind/'  the 
first  single  from  his  eagerly 
awaited  new  album,  "  THUG 
HOLIDAY." 

The  album  in,  stores  NOW,  promises 
to  deliver  more  of  Trick  Daddy's 
straight-from-the-street  autobio- 
graphical style,  while  taking  his  art 
to  a  whole  new  level.  This  is  by  far 
his  most  diverse  and  ground-break- 
ing collection  to  date,  the  album 
spans  musical  styles  and  subject 
matter-  political,  social  and  spiritual 
-  without  ever  losing  touch  with 
Trick's  hardcore  Liberty  City  roots. 

"I  have  a  problem  with  artists  who 
come  from  the  streets  and  get  rich 
and  never  go  back,"  Trick  says.  "I 
still  hang  out  where  I  grew  up, 
because  these  are  my  people  and 
you  can  never  forget  where  you 
came  from  if  you  want  to  be  true  to 
yourself." 

Marked  by  a  new,  expansive 
approach,  "THUG  HOLIDAY"  shows 
Trick  Daddy  dramatic  growth  and 
fresh  nuance.  He  has  clearly  broad- 
en his  perspective  on  life  and  his  list 
of  collaborators  (he  features  Cee-Lo, 
Big  Boi,  Scarface,  Baby,  LaTocha 
Scott,  among  others  on  this  album). 
Trick  Daddy  has  reached  new 
heights 

You've  got  to  pick  up  this  album  "cuz 
everybody  knows  "Trick  loves  da 
kids." 


Mad  500 

"Tell  "em  Why  You  Mad,  Son" 
Words:  Daitwan  David 


Sparked  off  by  the  notorious  hater^  "The  Hater/'  I  got  amped  to  spit 
out  the  ill  wills  that  was  on  my  bird,  because  shat,  I  got  a  mouth  too, 
"I  gofs  to  talk"-(Notorious  B.I.G.).  I  mean.  The  Onyx  was  crazy 
enough  to  give  me  500  words  for  ventilation,  so,  that's  what  I'm 
gonna  do,  ventilate  like  a  mu'and  tell  ya'll  why  I'm  mad. 

Technology 

Wassup  with  the  computers  In  here.  My  disk  caught  the  monster,  and  I  passed 
it  on.  My  files  were  deleted,  and  my  middler  year  paper  is  gone,  yeeaaaahhh- 
hh,  I'm  about  to  dumb  out  and  if  I  have  to  type  this  article  over  again,  I'm 
gonna  wild  out,  for  real!  This  online  research  on  the  2nd  floor,  type  up  work  on 
the  3rd  floor,  print  out  work  and  research  on  the  2nd  floor,  ain't  cutting  it. 
Come  on  now,  there's  no  reason  for  there  to  be  13  student  computers  in  the 
'Tute,  and  only  one  and  a  possible  work.  This  school  costs  too  much  for  any- 
thing to  be  broken.  Wassup  with  some  new  Dells  like  the  ones  in  Snell  Library. 
P.S.  They  don't  have  to  be  black. 

School 

Financial  Aid's  disrespecting  me  again  like  I  haven't  paid  my  dues.  I  mean  I 
didn't  pay  my  balance,  but  I've  been  here  too  long  for  them  to  still  be  playing 
with  my  money.  They  gave  me  $150  for  work-study  and  a  $953.72  loan  with 
102%  interest.  That's  barely  covering  books!  Tuition  increased,  financial  aid 
decreased.  That  don't  add  up.  My  mama  did  not  get  a  raise  at  her  job.  I  don't 
possess  the  winning  Big  Game  ticket.  Proctoring  ain't  holding  it  down  like  that, 
especially  since  I'm  suspended,  What  do  they  expect? 

Forget  a  $10,000  tree.  The  campus  is  pretty  enough  as  is,  and  I  breathe  fine. 
I  need  mo'  money  and  they  only  supplying  mo'  problems  and  new  planners. 
Got  everyone  dazed  and  shat,  "  Did  you  see  the  new  planners.. .look  what  NU 
sent  me...this  is  off  the  hook.. .the  new  student  handbook  (hand  job)."  I'm  not 
trying  to  get  done  dirty  like  that  and  all,  but  I'm  mad  that  I  did  not  even  get 
one.  A  brother  owe  a  University  a  couple  of  dollars  and  they  take  me  off  of  the 
"get-a-new-planner"  list.  SHADY!  I  bet  they  still  got  me  on  that  collections 
department  list,  tho,  GUARANTEED!  I'll  have  to  take  care  of  that  at  the  usual 
"I  am  blocked"  registration.  It  is  only  called  "I  am  here",  fall  quarter  freshmen 
year.  Same  as  with  the  transition  from  Co-op  to  the  more  commonly  used 
phrase,  No-op 

D  Z's 

It  must  be  in  the  water  because  if  not,  I'm  mad  Church's  Chicken  got  these  iil 
thang  thangs  looking  like  grown  thang  thangs.  My  eyes  playing  tricks  on  me. 
I  always  wanted  to  meet  a  superstar,  but  not  by  doing  the  jail  thing,  ya  heard 
me!!! 

Final  Vent 

I'm  mad  the  Onyx  has  not  updated  their  web  page  in  two  years,  Jamila  Hill  and 
Kerrita  Mclaughlyn  graduated  ya'll,  come  on.  I'm  mad  someone  told  me  that 
when  I  finally  graduate  I'm  not  gonna  have  a  certificate  with  seals,  I'ma  have 
a  piece  of  scrap  paper  with  "AMOUNT  DUE:  $$  YOU  IN  DEBT  !!!"on  it.  And  then 
they  still  gonna  ask  for  a  donation  of  $20.03.  Ain't  that  some  shat.  That's  why 
I'm  mad. 

Daitwan  David 

D-  Ventilator  "The  Aspiring  Hater  Apprentice" 

The  purpose  of  the  Mad  500  is  to  give  students  an  outlet  to  vent  on  anything 
in  500  words  or  less.  To  contribute  please  email  your  Mad  500  to  onyxin- 
former@yahoo.  com 


Hang  or  Bang  |  HOLLAR  AT  MS.  NUBIAN 


Words:  Killa  B  Da 


GUENN  LGNA/IS 


Top  5  Albums  to  Bang 

(Albums  You  Need  to  Purchase!) 

1)  Joi-Star  Kitty's  Revenge 

"Yd'  she's  sexy  as  hell;  the  albums 
sexy...!  would  buy  it  on  the  strength 
of  the  pictures  alone" 

2)  Glen  Lewis-  World  Outside  My 
Window 

"Don't  you  forget  it,  don't  forget  to 
buy  this  album.. .(you  have  to  sing  it 
out  loud)" 

3)  Sade-  Lovers  Live 
'The  name  says  it  all" 

4)  De  La  Soul-  AOLBionlx 
'This  album  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  I  sttil  have  faith  in  Hip- Hop" 

5)  M.I.C.-  Welcome  to  Oblivion 
'There's  not  too  many  people  that 
own  this  album,  but  if  you're  one  of 
them  you  are  lucky.  It's  that  real 
life  Boston  street  music" 

Top  5  Albums  to  Hang 

(Albums  that  should  stay  on  the  shelf) 

1)  Blade  2-  The  Soundtrack 
"1  heard  the  movie  was  good" 

2)  Master  P  Presents.. .West  Coast 
Bad  Boys-Poppin'  Collars 

'This  goes  to  show  that  there  is  a 
limit  of  wack  albums  on  No  Limit, 
and  Master  P  has  passed  it" 

3)  Avant-  Ecstasy 

'That's  what  he  must've  been  on  if 
he  thought  this  album  was  going  to 
sell.  Anyways  I  heard  this  guy 
before,  his  name  is  R.  Kelly" 

4)  Brandy-  Full  Moon 

"Poor  Brandy,  I'm  not  even  going  to 
say  anything  about  this  one" 

5)  Saul  Williams-  Amethyst  Rock 
Star 

"Who,  What,  Why?" 


Dear  Ms.  Nubian, 

I  am  a  sophomore  here  at  Northeastern  and  was  able  to  convince  my 
best  friend  to  come  to  school  here.  I  thought  it  was  going  to  be 
straight,  but  by  the  second  day  of  orientation  she  turns  into  a 
straight  freak.  She's  running  around  campus  in  club  gear,  rockin' 
that  silly  looking  lip  gloss  you  see  those  females  on  music  videos 
wearing,  spending  way  too  much  time  in  other  peoples  (males)  dorm 
rooms  and  the  word  on  campus  is  that  she's  a  little  too  ''cool".  I 
know  these  are  all  rumors,  but  her  reputation  is  just  about  shot!  I 
want  to  tell  her  that  her  about  the  rumors,  but  I'm  afraid  she's  going 
to  get  hurt  and  probably  leave  school.  What  should  I  do? 

One, 

"Just  Lookin'  Out  For  My  Peoples" 

"Lookin-  Out", 

First  and  foremost,  if  that  were  your  TRUE  homegirl  you  would  have  sat  her 
down  from  the  jump  and  gave  her  the  411  on  what  college  is  really  about. 
This  is  a  totally  new  ballgame.  But,  what's  done  is  done.... 

Your  issue  is  not  with  your  man  it's  with  homegirl,  because  your  man  is  just 
going  on  what  he  saw,  heard,  or  had  some  of.  What  you  need  to  do  is  holla 
at  your  girl,  and  let  her  know  that  her  rep  has  fallen  off  because  she  has 
some  garden-tool  like  tendencies  (no  need  to  spell  it  out).  Not  in  those 
exact  words,  but  shorty  needs  to  hear  the  harsh  truth.  All  you  can  do  is 
relay  to  homegirl  what  is  being  said,  because  you  can't  change  her. 

One  of  two  things  will  happen,  shorty  will  either  keep  up  with  her  grimy  ways 
because  that's  how  she  wants  to  get  down,  or  shorty  will  take  your  advice 
take  her  silly  self  to  class  rather  than  doing  who  knows  what  with  Lord 
knows  who. 


Dear  Ms.  Nubian, 

I  attended  a  Boston  High  School  and  I  am  now  a  freshman  at 
Northeastern.  I  have  a  man  (who  I've  been  with  for  last  5  and  a  half 
months).  He  got  accepted  to  a  school  in  Virginia  and  says  he  wants 
to  continue  the  relationship.    We  decided  that  if  we  do  stay  together 
that  we  would  still  see  other  people  (this  was  his  suggestion),  at 
least  until  he  comes  back  for  summer  vacation.  He  says  he'll  call  me 
everyday  and  that'll  be  enough  to  keep  our  relationship  strong. 
Should  I  go  along  with  this?  Please  help. 

"Holding  On" 

"Holding  On", 

Woah!  How  about  you  leave  your  high  school  sweetheart  back  in  high  school 
where  you  found  him. 

It  makes  no  sense  to  enter  college  in  a  relationship  because  you're  not  doing 
that  relationship  any  justice.  Chances  are,  trying  to  hold  on  to  that  long  dis- 
tance relationship  is  going  to  be  too  much  maintenance  for  two  individuals 
who  aren't  being  faithful  to  each  other  anyway. 

Your  first  year  of  college  is  supposed  to  be  all  about  you  getting  involved 
with  activities  and  meeting  new  people.  That  cannot  be  accomplished  if  your 
always  walking  around  with  a  phone  glued  to  ear,  because  your  man  is 
always  trying  to  holla  and  see  what  your  doing  before  he  does  something 
wrong.  It's  time  to  move  up,  move  on,  and  start  experiencing  the  good 
things  that  college  has  to  offer  and  that  includes  the  cuties. 

If  you  have  questions  you  would  like  to  ask  Ms,  Nubian,  please 
e-mail  her  at  onyxinfomier@yahoo.com 


I- 


^  This  fbiJTTerW^jjdertardnmaspMngSuper-h^  takeshixsakfwm 
crime  fighting  (w^,  net  really)  to  rdlectona 


Dear  Diary, 

June  is  here,  the  sun  has  finaiiy 
biazed  through  the  Incessant  April 
clouds,  and  I've  recently  realized 
that  it's  been  a  year  since  I  grad- 
uated from  Northeastern.  It's 
been  a  year  since  I  used  my 
$20,000  gym  membership  to 
sweat  and  socialize  at  the  Marino 
Center,  it's  been  a  year  since  I 
shuffled  along  the  line  in  the 
Ballroom,  trying  to  weasel  around 
various  Bursar's  blocks,  it's  been  a 
year  since  I  napped  at  The 
Institute,  and  it's  been  a  year 
since  I  watched  In  amazement  as 
my  fellow  classmates  took  over 
Massachusetts  Avenue  and  felt, 
for  a  quick  second,  how  David  did 
right  after  he  let  the  rock 
fly...hopefut,  determined,  excited, 
proud...It's  been  a  year. 

When  I  think  about  my  experiences 
during  my  five-year  stint  in  college 
and  then  what  I've  been  through  dur- 
ing this  passed  year,  I'm  hit  with  so 
many  emotions.  I'm  pissed  off  that  my 
reason  for  attending  NU,  the  co-op 
program,  did  little  to  nothing  to  help 
me  during  my  job  search  after  gradu- 
ation. I'm  even  more  pissed  off  that 
I'm  already  getting  harassed  for  loan 
payments  and  that  I  have,  much  too 
quickly,  been  forced  to  switch  the 


focus  of  my  tears  from  Financial  Aid 
hardships  to  Sallie  Mae  excuses.  And 
I'm  mad  that  NU  is  STILL  holding  my 
diploma  hostage  as  a  result  of  some 
obscure  unpaid  bill.  But,  besides  all 
the  hostility,  these  passed  12  months 
have  been  filled  with  enough  tragedy, 
from  planes  literally  falling  into  my 
backyard  to  the  unexpected  deaths  of 
Aaliyah  and  Lefteye,  to  make  me 
appreciate  what  it  is  I  do  have. 
Northeastern  has  blessed  me  with  a 
handful  of  close  friends  that  I'm  grate- 
ful to  know.  Northeastern  has  pre- 
pared me  for  the  injustices  and  strug- 
gles that  I  face  daily  while  trying  to 
make  a  name  for  myself  in  this  crazy 
world.  It  has  allowed  me  to  realize  my 
strengths  along  with  the  ability  to 
work  on  my  weaknesses. 

With  the  passing  of  Fall  (memories  of 
crisp  Freshman  faces  and  new  profes- 
sors) and  the  introduction  of  Spring 
(memories  of  Spring  Breaks  on 
Daytona  Beach),  I  began  to  miss 
school.  I  missed  laying  on  the  grass 
outside  Ryder  Hall,  going  to  Chicken 
Lou's  for  some  greasy  spicy  fries,  or 
getting  in  debates  about  whatever  in 
whichever  place  we  decided  to  gather 
that  particular  day.  I  took  for  granted 
what  those  years  meant  to  my  growth 
as  a  person  and  I'm  hoping  that  those 
precious  days  aren't  lost  on  my  sue 


cessors. 

In  the  end,  I  guess  I  still  kind  of  feel 
how  David  did  right  after  he  let  that 
rock  fly.  I'm  hopeful  for  what  this  life 
has  in  store  for  me,  I'm  determined 
not  to  stumble  along  my  unpaved  path 
and  make  careless  decisions,  I'm 
excited  for  more  beautiful  memories 
with  the  incredible  friends  that  keep 
me  sane,  but  diary,  most  of  all,  I  am 
proud.  I'm  proud  that  I  made  it 
through  the  tuition  headaches,  the  20- 
page  papers,  the  D-shifts,  the  parties, 
the  heartbreaks,  the  mistakes  and  the 
lessons  learned.  I'm  proud  of  those 
that  came  before  me  and  those 
("02.. .'03.. ..'04)  that  will  come  after.  I 
know  that  we  can't  slay  the  giant  all  of 
the  time  but,  eventually,  in  one  way  or 
another,  whether  it  be  through  a  col- 
lege graduation  or  something  else,  I'm 
positive  that  we'll  all  know  how  great 
it  feels  to  hit  our  target. 

Damn,  I'm  already  a  philosopher  and 
it's  only  been  a  year. 

Wish  me  luck,  Diary. 

Alex 

Alexandra  Mitchner  ('01)  is  a  NU 
alumnus.  She  currently  lives  in  New 
York, 


Thinking  Back 

Thoughts  on  Sept.  11th 

Words;  Ibiere  Seek .  Paris,  October  4.  2001  ^ 


Bora  is  back.  He  left  for  Turkey 
three  days  after  the  attack  on  the 
twin  towers.  Bora,  a  native-born 
Turk  studying  International 
Relations  at  the  University  of 
Paris,  said  he  couldn't  deal  with 
the  staring  passengers  on  the 
train  whose  eyes  studied  his  face 
in  search  of  "Arab-ness."  He 
couldn't  deal  with  the  comments  in 
class,  in  the  hall,  on  the  street,  on  the 
radio,  in  the  news  -  the  comments 
that  made  one  feel  ashamed  of  ones 
Islamic  faith.  And  most  of  all  he  could 
deal  with  the  anti-Muslim  propaganda 
that  was  being  circulated  via  satellite 
television,  word-of- mouth,  e-mail,  pri- 
ority mail,  etc.  He  left  Paris  in  the 
hopes  of  finding  some  peace  of  mind 
in  his  own  country  with  his  own  peo- 
ple. 

"How  was  home,"  I  asked  when  I  saw 
him  on  my  way  to  class. 

"Chaos,"  he  said  with  a  forced  smile. 
There  was  pain  in  his  eyes  and  it  was 
obvious  that  peace  was  somewhere 
far  from  Turkey. 

I  remember  the  first  time  Bora  and  I 
spoke.  It  was  September  13.  I  had 
just  finished  reading  the  International 
Herald  Tribune  and  was  on  my  way  to 
student  lounge  to  catch  a  glimpse  of 
CNM  before  my  next  class.  Bora  was 
talking  to  Jared,  a  California-native 
studying  3ourantism  and  Internatona! 
Communications  at  AUR  I  didn't  need 
to  hear  the  conversation  to  know  that 
they  were  talking  about  the  attacks, 
after  ail  -  EVERYONE  in  Paris  was  talk- 
ing about  the  attacks.  I  moved  close 
enough  to  the  two  of  them  so  I  could 
listen  and  then  readied  myself  to  pro- 
vide Bora  with  any  support  if  needed 
it,  for  I  had  a  pretty  good  impression 
that  theirs  wasn't  a  friendly  "how-are- 
you-doing-today"  conversation.  Bora's 
face  told  me  that. 

"So,  what  do  you  think  of  the  news 
coverage,"  Bora  asked  Jared. 

"I  think  the  coverage  is  pretty  in 
good/'  he  replied.  "In  fact,  I  haven't 
ever  seen  CNN  follow  a  story  this 
closely.  They're  hitting  this  thing  from 


every  angle." 
"But  don't  you  think  the  news  cover- 
age is  a  little  unfair,"  Bora  asked 
pleadingly. 

"Nope,  not  at  all,"  Jared  said  with  con- 
fidence. 

"Well,  they're  saying  the  hijackers 
were  Muslim  fundamentalists  and  that 
Bin  Laden  is  behind  the  attack.  Isn't  it 
too  soon  to  know  all  of  that?" 

"No,  not  really." 

"What  about  the  authorites  saying  the 
Arabs  are  behind  all  of  this,"  Bora 
asked.  "I  mean,  don't  you  think 
they're  unfairly  targeting  a  specific 
group  of  people?" 

"No!"  the  student  said  shocked.  "I 
don't  think  they're  targeting  anyone. 
They're  simply  covering  the  news," 

I  couldn't  let  the  conversation  go  on 
any  longer.  It  was  clear  that  whatev- 
er support  Bora  was  looking  for  he 
wasn't  going  to  find  it  there.  I  walked 
in  their  general  direction  and  greeted 
them  both.  "What  were  you  guys 
talking  about,"  I  asked  as  if  I  hadn't 
heard  anything. 

"News  coverage,"  Bora  said  quietly. 

"Yeah,  it's  pretty  jacked,  up  isn't  it"  I 
said.  Bora  sighed  as  the  stress  left 
his  face.  Not  wanting  to  be  tag- 
teamed,  Jared  left, 

I  stood  there  looking  at  Bora  for  a 
while.  I  didn't  really  know  what  to  say 
next.  I  guess  the  only  thing  I  wanted 
was  for  him  to  know  that  he  wasn't 
the  only  one  who  felt  the  way  he  did. 
The  silence  wasn't  awkward  -  it  was 
more  comforting  than  anything  else. 
Bora  seemed  more  at  ease  than 
before. 

"I  hate  this  place,"  he  said.  "I  hate  this 
place,  I  hate  this  country,  I  hate  these 
people."  Harsh  words,  but  who  was  I 
to  judge. 

"I  know  how  you  feel,"  I  said.  "But  if 
you're  looking  people  to  empathise 


with  you,  you're  not  going  to  find 
here.  No  one's  thinking  clearly, 
there's  a  lot  of  emotions  flying  about 
and  people  are  going  to  act  on  them," 
He  was  quite  for  a  moment. 

"You  know  they're  bombing 
Afghanistan  as  we  speak,"  he  said 
more  to  himself  than  to  me. 

"Yeah,"  I  said,  even  though  I  didn't. 

"You  know  that  they're  at  with  Iraq  as 
well?" 

I  didn't  really  didn't  know  what  to  say. 
So  I  Just  let  him  talk.  "On  my  way 
here  I  saw  the  Paris  bomb  squad  sur- 
rounding a  car  outside  a  bookstore," 
he  began,  "They  told  all  of  us  evacu- 
ate the  premises.  I  stood  there  won- 
dering how  they  could  come  to  conclu- 
sion like  that.  It  was  an  average  care. 
It  was  parked  in  a  legal  parking  space, 
30  minutes  remaining  on  the  mete, 
but  the  police  said  it  looked  'suspi- 
cious.' I  was  so  mad  I  couldn't  even 
breath.  There  was  no  bomb.  In  fact, 
the  only  thing  'suspicious'  about  that 
car  was  that  it  had  Tunisian  plates." 

I  remained  silent. 

"I  really  do  hate  all  of  this,"  he  contin- 
ued, "This  attack  is  going  to  make  my 
life  and  the  lives  of  Muslims  every- 
where miserable.  People  are  going  to 
treat  us  differently,  we're  going  to  be 
harassed  more  now  than  ever.  It's 
terrible.  And  people  now  are  so  upset 
with  all  the  images  they've  been  feed- 
ing us  on  television  that  they  can't 
even  stop  to  think  about  why  this  hap- 
pened or  how  it's  going  to  impact  the 
people  who  look  like  me,"  He  paused, 
"I'm  not  going  to  able  to  fine  a  job 
here,  you  know,"  he  said. 

"Yeah,  it's  going  to  be  difficult,"  I 
responded,  not  knowing  what  else  to 
say,  "So  what  are  you  going  to  do,"  I 
asked. 

"I'm  leaving,"  he  said.  "I'm  going 
back  to  Turkey." 

That  is  was  the  last  time  I  talked  with 
Bora,  He  left  for  Turkey  the  next  day. 
Hopefully,  he'll  find  peace. 


Spain's  Painful  Histor\ 

Words:  Petula  Paine 


Moving  thoughts... 

"Every  race  has  a  soul, 
and  the  soul  of  that  race  finds 
expression  in  it's  institutions, 
and  to  kill  those  institutions  is  to 
kill  the  soul. .No  people  can  prof- 
it or  be  helped  under  institutions 
which  are  not  the  outcomes  of 
their  own  character". 

-  Edward  BIyden 


"Now  more  than  ever, 
Africans  in  the  Diaspora  have  to 
combine  forces  to  deal  with  the 
forces  oppression  world  wide. 
Oncehe  custodians  of  the  richest 
continent  in  the  world,  the  conti- 
nent which  bare  the  cradle  of 
civilization,  we  are  now  among 
the  poorest  people  in  the  world. 
Handicapped  by  our  poverty,  we 
are  unable  to  pursue  with  ease,  a 
course  of  self-determination.  We 
have  found  ourselves  dependents 
of  racist  states  in  a  hostile  world. 
Where  does  the  African  fit  in  the 
landscape?  How  does  the  African 
break  through  the  cycle  of 
dependence  and  become  a  truly 
liberated  individual,  community, 
and  people.  A  course  of  liberation 
requires  a  united  front,  a  deeply 
rooted  and  widely  adopted 
(Afrocentric)  philosophy,  and  a 
viable  economic  infrastructure". 
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Coming  together  is  a  beginning 
Staying  together  is  progress 
Working  together  is  success 


-The  members  of  the  Onyx  Informer 
would  like  to  extend  a  welcoming 
hand  in  hopes  that  you  will  join  us  in 
creating  all  of  the  moving  thoughts 
that  comprise  this  publication.  For 
more  information  on  how  to  do  so, 
e-mail  us  at  onyxinformer@yahoo.com 


SURVEYING  OUR  COMMUNITY 


Words:  Candice  J.  Shaw 


In  an  attempt  to  participate  and 
ultimately  try  to  make  a  difference 
in  the  lives  of  people  neighboring 
the  Northeastern  University  com- 
munity, I  organized  a  voter's  regis- 
tration drive  as  well  as  a  survey  at 
the  Dudley  Square  Bus  Station  in 
the  heart  of  Roxbury. 

Though  the  voter's  registration  did  not 
fulfill  the  expectations  that  I  had,  it  was 
a  moment  to  be  proud  of  the  fact  that 
such  an  event  even  existed. 

There  were  five  questions  asked  in  the 
survey  with  room  for  additional  com- 
ments. Close  to  30  individuals  partici- 
pated in  the  survey.  Though  the  sur- 
vey did  not  ask  specific  details  pertain- 
ing to  the  age,  sex,  and/or  income  of 
the  participant,  it  still  served  its  pur- 
pose by  allowing  us  to  gain  just  a  little 
more  insight  on  how  people  feel  about 
their  communities 


What  are  the  biggest  problems 
within  our  community? 

The  most  popular  answer  was  violence 
and  drugs.  People  also  mentioned  the 
lack  of  unity  among  each  other  and  the 
lack  of  programs  for  children  including 
the  lack  of  recreational  centers.  One 
person  wrote,  "our  jobs  are  given  to 
people  from  other  towns."  This  is 
largely  in  part  because  Boston  is  made 
up  primarily  of  individuals  who  are 
attending  college,  many  of  the  jobs  are 
taken  by  students  who  for  the  most 
part  are  from  out  of  town. 

Do  you  feel  anything  is  being  done 
to  solve  these  problems?  If  so, 
what  is  being  done? 

Forty  percent  of  those  who  answered 
said  no.  Many  agreed  that  more  could 
be  done.  As  one  person  mentioned, 
"...as  a  people  and  a  group,  we  can 
solve  anything. " 


What  are  possible  solutions  to 
these  problems? 

"Can't  we  all  just  get  along."  The 
famous  phrase  coined  by  Rodney  King. 
Many  of  the  community  members  sug- 
gested that  unity  amongst  each  other 
is  the  best  solution  for  the  problems 
that  exist.  They  also  think  that  more 
extra  curricular  programs  geared 
toward  children  and  young  adults 
would  help  keep  them  off  the  streets. 
Overall,  if  problems  are  to  be  solved 
then  people  need  to  get  involved  and 
make  a  contribution  in  their  communi- 
ty. 

How  do  you  feel  about  the  connec- 
tion between  college  students  and 
residents  of  the  surrounding  com- 
munity? Is  there  a  connection? 
( Positive )  ( Nega  tive ) 


also  commentary  on  the  relationship  of 
the  college  itself  as  a  cause  of  dissen- 
sion between  the  two  communities. 
"Right  now,  [the  relationship]  is  nega- 
tive because  the  institutions  are  buy- 
ing up  our  community  and  push  people 
of  color  out." 

What  are  you  willing  to  do  to 
improve  our  community? 

The  answers  to  this  question  varied, 
but  most  everyone  responded  that 
they  want  to  do  something  for  the 
community  or  were  already  making 
their  contributions. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  share  with  you 
every  additional  comment  that  was 
made.  And  as  I  conclude,  I  hope  that 
you,  the  reader  of  this  article,  think 
about  what  contributions  that  you  are 
making  for  your  community.  If  you 
have  not  done  so,  then  maybe  its  time 
to  begin. 

"Let  us  be  and  let  us  live  life!" 

"We  need  more  open  meetings  like 
this!!" 

"We  are  all  human,  so  lets  unite  and 
come  together  for  our  community." 

"God  bless  our  'legacy'" 

"Try  your  best.  Also,  do  something 
about  the  problems." 

"Make  sure  this  survey  comes  into 
effect." 

"I'm  thankful  for  seeing  the  students 
trying  to  better  our  community." 
"Make  connections  to  ACE  plus  the 
greater  Boston  EJ  network  and  keep 
you  involved  from  start  to  finish  in 
everything!" 


Participants  largely  agreed  that  they  "Just  make  people  realize  their  mis- 
didn't  see  any  connection  between  stu-  takes  and  help  them  correct  those  mis- 
dents  and  residents  takes." 

"There  really  isn't  any  connection.  The  "We  need  to  start  setting  up  founda- 

residents  mind  their  business  and  the  tions  for  ourselves,  stores,  food  stores. 


college  students  mind  theirs,"  one  per-  business.  Black  and  Black  owned." 
son  answered.    "I  feel  that  there  is  a 
limited  connection.  I  also  feel  that  col-  "I'm  the  greatest." 
leges  could  contribute  more  to  the 
community,"  wrote  another.  There  was 


Heaven's  ring 


I  saw  love  with  an  open  endurance  of  time 
It  was  a  glimpse  of  the  sweetest  thing 
possible 

An  abstraction  maybe  or  a  glimpse  of  the 
real  thing 
longing  to  be  held. 

Love  in  a  moment,  holding  the  days  close. 
Holding  on  to  the  discovery  of  all  that  was 
in  Heaven's  ring. 

Charlyn 


